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From the Executive Director

Dear Friends,

year of amazing progress: refining our landscape, growing our
plant collection, building our team, and moving botany forward! |
am delighted to share these stories with you, items that show the many
ways we advance research, education and conservation with
our garden.

Dr. Maria José Sanin shares her fieldwork on pages 4-6. Even before
she arrived in Miami, Maria negotiated the complex process of moving
palm seeds from Colombia to Montgomery, and in less than a full year
she has already brought us 22 species — thirteen of these never before
grown here — from her explorations in Antioquia. These new living
treasures give our leading palm collection even greater depth

and breadth.

Our McBryde-Montgomery Fellow, Ben Deloso, shares a cycad
conservation project on Rota Island, a remote part of Micronesia,

on page 3. Our collaboration with the foresters from the Marianas

is in turn mirrored by the collaboration among Florida International
University, National Tropical Botanical Garden, and Montgomery,
who partnered to support Ben’s doctoral studies. Organizing around a
common goal in this way grows everyone’s outcomes even further.
And each of these plants are incorporated into our landscape in a
deliberate way. Page 7 shows the unique way we work with cherished
ancient landforms to support careful cultivation of the rarest plants,
and page 12 gives a view of how our landscape can change on a much
shorter time scale.

All these successes are only realized because of your deep generosity!
Pages 10 and 11 detail our growing family of supporters, and how we
move our work ahead together. | remain very grateful!

Pictured: Dr. Griffith with the giant fruit of Cocos nucifera var. palmyrensis, on
Palmyra Atoll.

On the Cover: Dr. Maria José Sanin and her team with Phytelephas macrocarpa
in Maceo, Antioquia, Colombia (see pages 4-6).
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Fadang - Fading No More

ycas micronesica, locally known as “fadang” in the Mariana Islands, has been undergoing a conservation crisis

for over 20 years. This cycad was once the most abundant tree species on the island of Guam. The invasion of
cycad aulacaspis scale (CAS) on the islands of Guam and Rota prompted conservation action by the University of
Guam and Montgomery Botanical Center, with Dr. Michael Calonje visiting these islands and collecting numerous
seeds in 2007. Many of these seeds have grown into handsome plants at Montgomery and are a critical part in
conserving the genetic diversity of this Pacific Island cycad.

Fieldwork for a project to assess the genomic diversity on Rota was recently completed. Dr. Griffith and McBryde-
Montgomery Fellow Ben Deloso, in collaboration with local experts, followed in Calonje’s footsteps, revisiting
the same sites where he collected seeds and DNA specimens nearly 20 years ago to collect leaf samples from the
remaining plants. These leaf samples will be used to re-assess genetic diversity across the island, with the ultimate
goal to propagate genetically appropriate offspring to maximize resiliency. During their visit to Rota, Deloso and
Griffith also toured the DLNR’s rare plant nursery and exchanged tips on fadang propagation. These collaborative
efforts will ensure fadang survival in these remote islands!

Ben Deloso, McBryde-Montgomery Fellow
National Tropical Botanical Garden/Montgomery Botanical Center/Florida International University

bdeloso@fiu.edu

We thank the US Fish and Wildlife Service
for funding this project, and the experts

at the Department of Land and Natural
Resources of the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands for the invitation
to collaborate on this work.

Right: Once a very numerous tree species
on Rota, this rare cycad is now difficult to
find on the island. Collaborative efforts
from Rota’s foresters and Montgomery’s
botanists are finding ways to bring it back.

Below: The research team inspecting a
healthy female fadang plant. Since the scale
insect invasion, reproduction of fadang has
been very limited, but recently surviving
plants have begun to reproduce again, and
even seedlings are sometimes observed.
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Exploring for Palms in Antioquia

The Palms of Antioquia
Located at the intersection of Central and South America, Antioquia is at the crossroads between the
northernmost reaches of the Colombian Andes, the Caribbean coastal plains, and the Choco rainforests.
Though roughly a third the size of Florida, Antioquia boasts one of the world’s most diverse floras, with
7,690 native plant species recorded in its 2011 flora catalog. However, this biodiversity is under threat:
the region loses approximately 30,000 hectares of forest annually (an area equivalent to 42,000 soccer
fields) leaving only an estimated 5% of intact forest. Within these ecosystems, which span from sea level
to 4,080 m (13,386 ft), live 105 palm species, 23 of which are endemic. Currently, only 17 of these species
are represented at MBC, and none originate from Antioquian populations. This underscores the vast
opportunities for research and conservation in the region.
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Background: The team is composed of botanists Arturo Aristizabal (my MSc alumnus working on Zamia population genetics), Sara
Carvalho and Camilo Gomez (both also my MSc alumni, working on palm population genetics and conservation). Maceo is located in

| the Magdalena Medio region of Colombia, an area of high palm endemism (i.e. Astrocaryum triandrum, Chamaedorea ricardoi) and

very special topography defined by karstic cones where Zamia incognita populations thrive, in a matrix of acidic organic soils. Other =
interesting palm species in this region are Cryosophila kalbreyeri, Oenocarpus bataua, and O. minor, Socratea exorrhiza, Wettinia hirsuta,

. Attalea butyracea and A. cohune, Astrocaryum malybo and several species of Aiphanes in the parvifolia species complex.

This area needs urgent conservation action. In Camilo Gomez's MSc Thesis article (currently under revision) we found that it is this region

that centers both the highest endemicity and threat scores in Colombia. The combined effects of logging for cattle grazing, illegal gold
mining along rivers, and cement mining on the karstic cones, has put all of this biodiversity at high risk. This creek, the Alejandria, with

. its beautiful populations of riparian Geonoma interrupta and Phytelephas macrocarpa, was, at the moment of fieldwork, being illegally
sand dredged in search of gold. Nevertheless, highly diverse forest fragments remain, where these palm and cycad species still thrive. We
are currently working to establish ex situ collections for these species at Montgomery and in Colombia (Quindio Botanical Garden).



Expedition to Reserva Montés Samand, San Carlos

Driven by a fascination with this diversity, | partnered
with conservation managers at Reserva Montés Samana
in July to locate Aiphanes leiostachys. This endemic and
threatened understory palm thrives along the small creeks
of the Samana River, the last major river in Antioquia yet
to be dammed. The area also hosts Aiphanes argos and
several other threatened palms. After navigating dirt roads,
traveling by horseback, and hiking through riverbeds,
we located a healthy population of A. leiostachys. We
collected herbarium specimens and seeds, which are now
at Montgomery and the Jardin Botanico de Quindio.

Observing the population firsthand revealed its fragility.
Understory Aiphanes are unique; they flower infrequently,
their seedlings are rare, and individuals tend to be
scattered. Other notable species found in these humid
Andean lowlands included Asterogyne martiana, Geonoma
interrupta subsp. rivalis, Oenocarpus bataua, Welfia regia,
and Wettinia hirsuta.

The Karstic Landscapes of Maceo

Following our time in San Carlos, we traveled through

Medellin and to Maceo to meet Colombian botanists.

We explored seasonally dry lowland forests situated

on karstic outcrops. These are remnants of a marble

strand formed millions of years ago when the area was
submerged. We sought the endemic Astrocaryum triandrum
and Chamaedorea ricardoi, as well as the spectacular
Cryosophila kalbreyeri and Phytelephas macrocarpa. Although
some of their fruit remained immature, P. macrocarpa has
begun to grow in our nursery and in Quindio.

However, fieldwork is always more rewarding than you can anticipate. We collected seeds from Zamia
incognita, an endemic cycad that forms dense, striking populations clinging to the karstic cliffs. Seeing such a high
density of individuals in a localized area is a rarity in Colombia.

We concluded our journey by returning to Medellin, collecting Attalea butyracea fruits from palms remaining in
pasturelands. These are now growing in our greenhouses and in Quindio.

Cryosophila kalbreyeri

Dr. Maria José Sanin, Ph.D., Palm Biologist
mjsanin@montgomerybotanical.org

.r.."%d_ 1 “- . ﬂ' . ! -_.I._. - _*

From Left to Right: The new leaf of Welfia regia is bright red/purple. Infructescence and leaf of Aiphanes leiostachys.
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Above: Population of Zamia incognita hanging from the sides and
growing on top of the karstic rock outcrops.
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Above: Asterogyne martiana in the
lowland rainforest of San Carlos,
Antioquia, Colombia. Asterogyne
martiana palms have beautiful star-

like female flowers, erect, branching
inflorescences and long bifid leaves. They
can be locally abundant but only do

well in the deep shade of the rainforest
understory. Left: Attalea butyracea on
the way back to Medellin.

Above: Leaf of Zamia incognita




Geology Supports Botany at Montgomery

Montgomery Botanical Center is nearing its 100-year anniversary, but parts of its landscape date thousands of
years back. One example of this is the Solution hole, a historic feature that we have not only preserved but
have also utilized for our conservation collection.

Solution holes are naturally occurring features found in South Florida made by the slow drip of acidic water caused
by decomposing plant material, or by continuous tidal changes that breakdown the softer material found in
the limestone.

The stalagmites displayed here are the result of tidal changes over thousands of years, creating rows of horizontal
patterns that line the walls of the solution hole. Fortunately for us, the natural formations left behind after the softer
rock dissolved have also provided crevices and pockets, ideal for some of our wild collected cycads. Species like
Zamia cremnophila and Zamia meermanii occur naturally on cliffs and caves with a similar rock composition, so
using one of South Florida’s natural features as a new home for these important specimens was an easy decision.
The rock feature seems to also hold one or two degrees of extra heat during our coldest hours, which helps protect
these ultratropical species.

This solution hole also provides a location of unique beauty and interest in the landscape, sited just off of the main
lawn to the east of Nell’s House. The site is also routinely used to teach geology to students of all ages and levels.

Naturally occurring among areas with deep vegetation, these solution holes once peppered South Florida,
but have steadily been filled in as people continued to develop. Ironically enough, several plant species have
become endangered due to habitat loss for the same reason, so having endangered plants protected in a scarce

environmental feature make for an appropriate relationship. Xavier Gratacos, Superintendent
’

xavierg@montgomerybotanical.org
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Research Update

Montgomery contributed to a paper
featured on a recent cover of SCIENCE.

. &
Michael Calonje, our Cycad Biologist, is a co- :
author of the study, which was led by Wendy
Valencia. Wendy recently graduated with : _

her Ph.D. from Harvard, and travelled here
often over five years to study our plants. .
The research demonstrated that thermal
radiation is an ancient pollination signal
in cycads.
To get a paper accepted and printed
in Science is a very high bar, indicating the ; XA
highest quality research with broad reach and P MR s g
impact. Among those exceptional advances, P T et 0 BErE -
to have such a paper featured on the cover is - e .
an amazing honor, demonstrating superlative ( :
work. High praise is very deserved! The g2 A A AT
paper was featured in news articles by { { I
THE NEw YORK TIMES, NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC, ~- 4 AW Al :
SciENTIFIC AMERICAN, and others. : 3 Plant ti 100 & 164 iap 3
Montgomery’s mission is to advance s ; 3 s
research through its living plant collections,
and this outcome is clear evidence that we
are doing exactly that at the highest
possible level.

Left: Dr. Wendy Valencia developed elaborate instrumentation to study how
beetles interact with Zamia cones. Right: This cover image features an infrared
photo of a cycad cone at Montgomery with a beetle gathering pollen.

MONTGOMERY BOTANICAL CENTER 2025 COLLECTION INVENTORY

Each plant is planted in accordance with a diligent, annually refined landscape desi%n, to promote
beauty and tranquility. Each plant is obtained through a strategic vision, and each plant is available to
support scientific study.

Palms Cycads Other Palms Cycads Other
Total Taxa 466 273 451 Total Plants 8,524 6,132 2,122
in ground 398 244 445 in ground 7,413 5,637 2,088
in nursery 128 65 15 in nursery 1,111 495 34
Total Accessions 2,491 1,964 1,788
in ground 2,125 1,685 1,771 16,778 Plants!
in nursery 416 316 19 Wild collected plants: 81%

FOR MORE INFO SEE OUR WEBSITE: MONTGOMERYBOTANICAL.ORG
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Team News we are glad to have a new group of interns in 2026. Yanelis Valdes came to Montgomery
through Miami-Dade College's Horticulture Technology program. Jaylon Smalls is a horticulture student from
Oregon State University. Alexander Penciu began volunteering last year, and has since continued interning at

the garden while pursuing a masters degree from the University of Florida. Emily Gannon is our new FIU South
Florida Sustainable Environments Intern developing a project on pollinators at MBC. Joseph Mohr (see below) was
promoted from Conservation Horticulture Fellow to Assistant Curator.

Conservation Horticulture & Contractile Roots

In August, as part of my Conservation Horticulture
Fellowship, | worked in Montgomery’s nursery. Much of the
month was spent repotting seed-grown cycads, collected from
the wild in recent years by MBC staff and associates. Working
under the nursery canopy with a fan on full blast was a
welcome reprieve from the heat of the Miami summer.

In November | returned to the nursery, and something
caught my attention. Before | repotted the cycads, most, if not
all, had been growing with their trunks underground. But pests
are inevitable in horticulture and are more easily managed
when the affected part of the plant is exposed, so | had placed
them in their new pots with their trunks above the soil. By
November, though, many of these young plants had somehow
become buried again.

Caption: Two Cycas cairnsiana - the left one
"burrowed" until its trunk was entirely covered, while
the right one remained above ground.

It seemed to me that these cycads must have pulled themselves down into the E’
soil. | wondered if cycads were known to use their roots to do this, so | looked gz
online and found an article co-authored by none other than Patrick Griffith and
Tracy Magellan. In 2014, working with Dr. P. Barry Tomlinson, they wrote about
the evidence for contractile root tissue in Cycas and Zamia. How fitting that my

curiosity had led me back to Montgomery!

Joseph Mobhr, Assistant Curator
mohr.joseph@gmail.com

THANK You 1O OUR 2025 VOLUNTEERS

Carrollton School of the Gulliver Prep. Marion Lang Linda Pincus
Sacred Heart Michelle Halderman Pam McKellop Adair Reeve

Nina Castro-Alves Johnston Haley Mayes MacDonell Charles P. Sacher

Maria Teresa Cerqueira Trish Hicks Margaret Martin, Daniel Jesus Tarre

Coconut Grove Garden Club Reese Jackson Martin-Rami Fund Tree4Life

Laurie Danielson Kay Jacobson MBC Board of Elissa Vanaver

Domenica Dassum Haley Johnston Directors (page 2) Juan Vrra

East Carolina University Vivian Jordan Diane Minton Alex Yilmazkuday

Lilia Gobaira Mark Kraus Fabiana Moran

Gulliver Academy Martha Lagos Alex Penciu
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DONALD G. SMITH
RESTORATION
FUND
James and Sallye

Jude Charitable
Trust

IN SUPPORT
OF CYCAD
CONSERVATION
Tim Gregory
Rose & David
Dortort Foundation
Walder Foundation

IN SUPPORT OF
THE DR. NATHALIE
NAGALINGUM
CYCAD FUND

Michael Katz

SPONSORSHIPS
FOR CYCAD
CONFERENCE
The Huntington
Lotusland

GRANT FOR
CYCAD
CONSERVATION
GENOMICS
US Fish & Wildlife
Service/CNMI
Department of
Natural Resources

GRANT FOR
STUDIO
RESTORATION
The Villagers

GRANT FOR
CYCAD
CONSERVATION
IN MEXICO
Tim Gregory

GRANTS FOR
GREENHOUSE
RESTORATION
The Villagers
Stanley Smith
Horticultural Trust

GRANT FOR
NATIVE PALM
CONSERVATION
Florida Native Plant
Society

IN SUPPORT OF
THE LANDSCAPE
DESIGN FUND
Stephen & Laurie
Anderson
Beaty Family Fund
Marian Jennings
Brusberg
Debra DeMarco
Walter D. Haynes
Gianluca Ramirez

IN SUPPORT OF
SMILEY ROOM AV
UPGRADES
Scott & Maryanne

Smiley

IN SUPPORT
OF THE PETER
R. & STUART
Y. JENNINGS
INTERNSHIP FUND
Marian Jennings
Brusberg
Anne H. Bass
Foundation

GRANTS
FOR CYCAD
CONSORTIUM
Institute of Museum
& Library Services

Indianapolis Zoo

Tim Greg or

IN SUPPORT
OF CYCAD
CONSERVATION
IN BELIZE
ArbNet/Morton
Arboretum

GRANT FOR
CULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT
City of Coral Gables

GRANT FOR
CYCAD GENOMICS
POSTDOC
FELLOWSHIP
Tim Gregory

GRANTTO
SUPPORT
WORKSHOP
RESTORATION
Kelly Foundation

GRANTS IN
SUPPORT OF OUR
WORK
Beaty Family Fund
Coconut Grove
Garden Club
Equality Garden
Club
G. Carl Ball Family
Foundation
Jayne & Leonard
Abess Foundation
Paul & Maxine
Frohring
Foundation
Nicola J. & Nanci J.
Lanni Fund
Pinecrest Garden
Club
Womeinl C
Cocon

IN HONOR OF
CHARLES P.
SACHER
Martha Rogers Haas

IN HONOR OF
WALTER HAYNES
Terry Beaty

IN HONOR OF
LIN LOUGHEED
Stefanie Block Reed

IN HONOR OF
LARRY NOBLICK
Steve Pearson

IN HONOR OF
TERRY & MONICA
MAYOTTE

Peter Mayotte

IN HONOR OF
ELIAS LEE BALTIN
Sylvia Baltin

IN HONOR OF
CHRISTABEL
VARTANIAN

Fort Worth Garden
Club

IN HONOR OF
TRACY MAGELLAN
Gianluca Ramirez

IN MEMORY
OF CHARLOTTE
SMILEY
Brian Becker

~Martha R

IN MEMORY OF
DENNIS GRIFFIS,
JR. & ED ENGLISH
Judy Giriffis

IN MEMORY OF
PETE MANZ
Jean Manz
Elizabeth & Joseph
Davis

IN MEMORY OF
PETE MANZ, JR.
David & Sally Manz

IN MEMORY OF
SARAH HAMBLEY
MANZ
Elizabeth & Joseph

DEWIS

IN MEMORY OF LEE
ANDERSON
Libby & Bruce
Mabhaffey

IN MEMORY OF
JAMES OLWELL
Brian Olwell

IN MEMORY OF
CHRIS & CHRIS
TYSON
Tom and Luisa Black
Natalie & David
Lashmit

IN MEMORY OF
BRUCE FALTA
David & Sally Manz

IN SUPPORT OF
THE MARTIN-RAMI
TREE PLANTING
FUND
Beatriz (Geni)
Cardona Tessy &
Paul Tessy
Purolator, Inc.
Kursteen Malval-
Deeb
Leonard Lehrer
Aye Aye Nyein &
Fred Eck

IN SUPPORT OF
THE JUDY KAY
SEEDBANK
Florida Nursery,
Growers &
Landscape
Association

IN SUPPORT OF
THE LOYD G. KELLY
CONSERVATION

NURSERY
Kelly Foundation
Lane Park & F. Lynn
Leverett
Trish Hic

i San Dieg

MONTGOMERY BoTANICAL CENTER
Gratefully Acknowledges Your 2025 Support

Background: A January evening view of the Lowland Palmetum at Montgomery. This landscape is a
long-term project, based on a continually-refined Master Plan from 1992. Your generous support of
our Landscape Design Fund (see above, column 2) ensures that new plants from our explorations are
incorporated into the garden in a deliberately pleasing manner.

Montgomery apologizes for any omissions or errors in accuracy.
Please see montgomerybotanical.org for more info.
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Montgomery gratefully acknowledges your unrestricted contributions in 2025

Leonard & Jayne Abess
James Adt

Jerry Ainsworth
Anonymous (x15)

Robin Burr
Brian Cadieux
Lynn & Terry Cantrell

Lou Antico Keith Clancy
Michelle Arutt Paul Craft

Brian Avello Debra DeMarco
Helana Balkin Jeffrey DeMott

Janet S. Dicke
Thomas Dowdy
Dragonfly Expeditions
Gregor Eberli

Richard Ebsary
Robert Ehrig

Jan Elliott
Christopher Everhart
Pam & Stanley Trevor

Anna & Susannah Ball

Sylvia Baltin

Lynn Bauer

Margie Bauer

Nick Bauer / Empire
Comfort Systems

Terry Beaty

Charles Beck

Sheffield Bessellieu

Erik Bielik Ferger
Robert Birnbaum Rana Fine
Alisa Block Caleb Giesen

Leonard Goldstein
Carlos Guerra
Martha Rogers Haas
Greg Hamann

Peter Harvey

Jason Blume

John G. & Dorothy
Bornmann

Curtis Brown

John M. & Wendy Coles
Brumbaugh Claudia Hauri

Marian Jennings Brusberg ~ Anna Hausmann

lole Brunod )

Mrs. Lawrence Buisson

Don Hemmes

Charles Hibnick

Trish Hicks

Dale Holton

Kathleen Howard

Kenneth & Marie Hunrichs

Barbara Jacobazzi

David Jacobson

Brett Jestrow

Beverley Johnson

Mike & Hillary Kambour

Dale Kammerlohr

Michael Katz

Janice Keyes-Lutz

Wesley Knapp

Ben Kuehne & Lynn Kislak

James A. Kushlan & Kristen
Hines

Nancy Lanni

Natalie Lashmit

Leonard Lehrer

Ethan & Joanne Lipsig

Susan E. Lynch

Pamela Maher

Robert Maliner

David Martin

Serge & Margaret Martin

Duff Matson

Bethany Millard

Robert Miller

Pamela Mohr

Beverly Murphy

Paul Neidhard & Amy
Braverman

Carol Nutt

Alice Paik (x2)

Pamela Poulos

Michael Powell

Armando Reyes

Polina Rigby

Pat Richardson

Laurie Richter

Polina Rigby

Martha Rogers Haas

Elsie Romero

Richard & Annamaria
Sacher

Griffin Saporito

Jeffrey Schwartz

Colleen Schokman

Allen Shuey

Zachary Skipp

Don Slesnick

heryl Solomon

ne Stark

Geoff Stein

Linda Talbott

Irene Terry

Betsy & James Tilghman
David & Bonita Turner
Ramdas Venketeswaran
Mary Jo Verrengia
Kathryn Villano

Martha Wakshlag

Dan John Wang

Harold Wanless

Lori Wasserman

Ron Weeks

David Wynne

K
EARNED INCOME

Dragonfly Expeditions
Florida Nursery, Growers &

Landscape Association
International Garden Expo
South Florida Orchid

Society
South Florida Palm Society

Plant Exploration Fund Travels Even Further in 2025

In November 2025, Dr. Lin
Lougheed pledged to match $150,000
in donations to Montgomery’s Plant
Exploration Fund. Your generous giving
soundly met Lin’s challenge, and now
Montgomery has surpassed well over
$1.3 Million raised for this program
since its inception in 2018. As seen in
these pages, our team remains broadly
active in exploring for, studying, and
conserving plant diversity - all thanks to
your amazing support! Lin adds, “I am
heartened by the strong support of the
MBC family to conserve and preserve
our endangered plants for posterity.
Under the thoughtful stewardship of
Patrick Giriffith, his team, and his interna-
tional colleagues, MBC has earned an
international reputation as a leader in
palm and cycad exploration.”

Stephen & Laurie
Anderson

Anonymous

Linda Apriletti Talbott

Mary Randolph-Ballinger

Terry Beaty / Beaty
Family Fund

Faith Bishock / Ace
and Lillian Fessenden
Foundation

Marian Jennings
Brusberg

William Cahill

Connie Crowther

Elvis Cruz

David Dewsnap

Michael Dosmann

Marlin Ebbert

Jan Elliott

Barbara B. Ferri

Julie & Martin Franklin
Family Foundation

Catherine Gratz-Griffin

Thomas Harris /
Caribbean Palms
Nursery

Justin Haynes

Walter D. Haynes

Joe Hibbard

Trish Hicks

Gregory Hood

Andrew Huber

Kay Jacobson

Malcolm Chip Jones

James & Sallye Jude
Charitable Trust

Dale Kammerlohr

Michael Katz

Bradley T. Kelly

Nick & Barbara Kelly

Patrick & Luisa Kelly

Paul & Bethanne
Klugerman

Mark Kraus

Lin Lougheed

Michael Marika

Mark Mason

Peter Mayotte

McLaughlin Family Gift
Fund

Charles McQuaid

Alan Meerow

Jill Menzel

Ana Carolina Miles

Pam Mohr

Pauline Myers

Palm Beach Palm &
Cycad Society

Judith Parker

Steve Pearson

Lazaro Priegues

Charles P. Sacher

Adrian Saravia

Willie Tang

Keith Zimmerman



MONTGOMERY BOTANICAL CENTER NON-PROFIT ORG.

11901 Old Cutler Road us. PF%SE)I'AGE
Corql Gables, FL 33156-4242 MIAMI FL
PERMIT NO.1302

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

ORAL
JABLES

THE C1TY BEAUTIFUL

FROM THE

MONTGOMERY ARCHIVE

GROWTH & CHANGE IN THREE DECADES

he Montgomery archive includes many photos of its collections in development. We gathered important

collections of Nypa fruticans from Meru Betiri National Park in Jawa Timur, Indonesia nearly three
decades ago. The two photos from 1997 show Nypa sprouting in the nursery, and in 2000, we planted
young Nypa palms on the island on Duck Lake behind the Nixon Smiley Meeting Room. When you contrast
these archive photos with the recent photo taken in February 2026, you can see how our garden has grown
in a span of decades — the island is now completely covered with these unique branching palms, which are
consistently used by educators and researchers. The palm seedlings were sited according to a deliberate
landscape plan, which smartly anticipated their mature size and prominence in the lake.



