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The World at Montgomery

Aj Montgomery, provenance of the plant col-
ections is of great importance, with nearly
three-quarters of the plants of wild-collected origin.
This represents much effort and a significant invest-
ment of resources. The map at the left gives a
breakdown of the current geographic representation
on the Montgomery property. Shown in this way, the
global breadth of Montgomery’s plant collection can
be easily seen.

Where to conduct fieldwork depends on many fac-
tors: ability of the plants to grow in South Florida,
permits, funding, accessibility, local expert knowl-
edge, and number of taxa already in the collections.
Once collected, material is catalogued and tracked in

"3 S ?Zf;ca 5 21’1/3% the nurseries until it is mature and ready to be planted.
R = Ia = o. . .
g'. o Australia = 7.8% Sites are carefully chosen for the growth requirements
Y ceania = 7.8% of each species and overall landscape design. After
’ ® Oceania = 7.8% f each sp d Il landscape design. Aft
®Europe = 0.8% planting, each specimen retains a unique number
; ) q
#®South America = 8.4% . .
= Caribbean = 12.6% which corresponds to records in the database and a
#Mesoamerica = 20.8% mapped location, which allows ongoing data to be

#United States = 26.1%

_ collected over the life of the plant.
=not wild collected

As habitats world-wide continue to be threatened,
wild-collected material and the genetic depth and
diversity it contains will increase in significance.
Montgomery and other gardens act as lifeboats for
these invaluable plants.

Ericka Witcher, Collections Supervisor
erickaw @montgomerybotanical.org
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