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SUMMARY
The Montgomery Botanical Center 2007 Trinidad and Tobago
Palm Conservation Expedition successfully met its objectives.

COLLECTIONS
Of 22 species of native palm in Trinidad and Tobago, population collections
of 14 taxa were obtained within three weeks. Montgomery Botanical Center
(MBC) staﬀ made 69 separate seed collections from those 14 species, for a total
of 4,884 seed collected. Fourteen herbarium vouchers (one for each species) were
made, and duplicates of all specimens were deposited at the National Herbarium
of Trinidad and Tobago (TRIN).

COLLABORATION
This project was accomplished through close collaboration with the National
Herbarium of Trinidad and Tobago at the University of the West Indies in St.
Augustine, which provided logistical support, guidance, and expertise. The
Herbarium, University staﬀ, and Trinidad and Tobago Forestry Department
participated in ﬁeldwork. Both Dr. Griﬃth and Dr. Noblick presented MBC
research through seminars to the Life Sciences Department at UWI. The crucial
funding partnership of the South Florida Palm Society enabled the project.
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COLLECTIONS
MBC located 21 of 22 native species of palm in
Trinidad and Tobago, and was able to collect seed of 14
species over the three week period (see chart this page).
MBC collected a total of 14 voucher specimens and 69
seed collections for a total of 4,884 seed. One species
not deﬁnitively observed was Euterpe oleracea, which was
not readily distinguishable from E. precatoria at
the ﬁeld sites visited. The
eight species not collected did not have ripe
fruits or available seed.
COLLABORATION
The very signiﬁcant
help and support of the
botanical and forestry
community in Trinidad
and Tobago enabled the
success of this expedition.
Important links between
the botanical community
of Trinidad and Tobago
and MBC, developed
through this project, will
lead to further collaborative achievement of
the missions of both.
Dr. Paul Comeau’s
expert advice on coordinating and planning
site visits enabled the
most eﬃcient use
of MBC’s time in
Trinidad and Tobago.
Paul accompanied MBC on a great many collecting days, and his expert botanical guidance
made this project a successful endeavor.
Mrs. Yasmin Baksh-Comeau, director of the National
Herbarium of Trinidad and Tobago at the University
of the West Indies, provided crucial advice and guidance on doing ﬁeldwork in Trinidad and Tobago.
Yasmin coordinated MBC’s permitting processes, and
her gracious hosting of MBC’s herbarium work in the
very well-equipped facilitates at TRIN made the work

much easier. Yasmin also collected with MBC in the
Nariva Swamp. MBC also appreciates being able to
conserve voucher specimens from this project at TRIN.
The guidance of Trinidad and Tobago foresters,
Edmund Charles and Mervyn Atkinson, saved valuable
time owing to their expertise and extensive knowledge
of local palm populations. Victor Quesnel
and Anthony James
graciously oﬀered permission and assistance
to collect on their property. Jaumark Pierre and
Camille Comeau helped
collect in the Nariva
Swamp and Radix Point
areas. Renson Jack and
Shoba Maharaj oﬀered
important advice on
collecting on Tobago
and Trinidad, respectively. Gerard and Oda
Ramsawak helped with
many logistical details
and provided extensive
knowledge of natural
history. Yudishtir Maharajh oﬀered important
practical advice.
CONCLUSION
The goals of this
expedition were to
document biogeography and collect
germplasm of native Trinibagonian palms. This
was to be accomplished through close collaboration with the botanical community of Trinidad and
Tobago. Both goals were robustly accomplished.
The generous funding and encouragement of
the South Florida Palm Society is deeply appreciated. As partners in this project, the MBC team
gratefully acknowledges the shared mission,
goals, and interests of the South Florida Palm
Society in palm research and conservation.
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